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Pete: So, do you want to switch gears1 on to climate change?
Ian: Yeah.
Pete: And talk about… I guess, from when you were younger, was climate
change a worry? Was it associated with2 the bushfire season?
Ian: No.
Pete: Was there anything going around where you were worried about that
exacerbating3 things at a time?
Ian: No. Really from my memory, the first times that we started… and I
used to be a high school science teacher, so, the first time we started to
think and talk about human-induced climate change4 was in the late 1970s,
early 1980s. So, when I was a child in the ‘60s5, we didn't think about
climate change. We didn't even think about looking at data to see if there
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was any climate change. You just expected that there would be differences
annually6, and those differences we plus or minus the norm7, which is what
climate is. It's just the averaging of weather. And so, we didn't really think
about that. But now we’re obviously highly concerned8 about these things
and... But climate change doesn't cause bushfire. What does is…
Pete: Any individual bushfire.
Ian: Any individual bushfire. Yeah, because climate change is averaging.
And…
Pete: That's like saying, though… That argument too where people say,
“Well, climate change isn't responsible for this bushfire.”, that's kind of like,
“Well, any single cigarette isn't responsible for your cancer9.”
Ian: Isn’t responsible for your lung cancer. Yeah, exactly. Or at least the
one that is, you can't identify it…
Pete: Yeah.
Ian: …’cause it happened 20 years ago. But when we start to talk about
where we've got bushfire seasons over the last few years have been
starting in early- to mid-spring10 where we have drought that is just much
more significant that has been occurring in Australia, where we have areas
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in the country where it hasn't rained for months, where you would have
expected significant amounts of rainfall11, and that means that you just get
hotter and drier summers and that means any bushfire that occurs is going
to be larger and more dramatic12.
Pete: Yeah, well it’s crazy. So, when did you start noticing that? Or at least
when did the public sort of when did it reach the Zeitgeist13, I guess, you
know, of people realising that climate change is actually going to have a
significant effect on even Australians, whether or not, you know, sea level
change14 and all of that sort of, let's say, living as bushfires now. Where it’s
linked.
Ian: Well, see level rising was the first one that that people talked about.
And there are… Yes, there are places in Australia that will be affected by
rising sea levels directly. Obviously, there are far more of our Pacific
neighbours15 that will be directly affected. There are countries where the
highest point on these islands is tens of metres. And so significant parts of
their country is just going to disappear if the sea level rises a metre. And
evidence of sea level rising is always going to be debated16 by people
because again, it's an averaging thing.
Pete: But we're already seeing it in places like Bangladesh17. Right?
Ian: Oh, yeah.
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Pete: Where entire... And it's one of those things where it's inch by inch18,
and entire areas of farmland, even though you can still walk there because
the sea… the sea level’s risen, it's increased the salinity19 of these places…
Ian: It’s increased the salinity.
Pete: …and they can't grow food and it's unstable. They can't build houses.
Ian: And the annual flooding20, which occurs from flooding rivers, lasts
longer because the water's got nowhere to go.
Pete: And it gets exacerbated by natural events like hurricanes21 and
everything to which raise the sea level.
Ian: Yeah. Yeah. And look, there have been things where we've been
watching glaciation22, disappearing. You know, glaciers in New Zealand,
Canada, in northern Europe, in Greenland.
Pete: Especially now that you're there, red and brown like the smoke from
Australia.
Ian: Exactly. Yeah. Those glaciers23 are disappearing in my lifetime
significantly.
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Pete: Yep.
Ian: You know, places in New Zealand that I went to in the 1970s where
you could walk from the… in a couple of the glaciers on the south island
and you could walk from the little tourist office, you know, where you
bought your ticket to go and visit the glacier. And it was, you know, a
few-hundred-metres’ walk24, now you've got to get in a bus and travel
kilometres to get to them. And so those glaciers have retracted25 quite
significantly. The same thing in Canada and the same thing in Greenland,
Antarctica. So, we are definitely losing ice. And losing ice is a pretty good
indicator26 that the temperature is rising. Now we're getting to the point in
Australia, in western North America, in Canada and The United States27,
where the bushfire seasons are just getting longer. We've had… California,
they were having they were having huge bushfires months after summer.
September-October, where…
Pete: Again because of that drying out.
Ian: The drying out. And the winter was just dry. It didn't rain. And so, if you
didn't get bushfires in the summer, it meant that all that material was just
there to keep burning when you did get fire. You know, we've got a second
cousin who lives in California. She was evacuated from28 a house in
October. That's unheard of.
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Pete: Yeah, true, ‘cause for them, that's winter.
Ian: Yeah.
Pete: Right? Or at least going into winter.
Ian: Yeah. It's coming in… it’s going into winter. Yeah. So, those sort of
things. Yeah. Yes, they're all anecdotal29 and those individual anecdotal
stories can always be argued about them not being evidence, but they are
anecdotally, you know, they're anecdotal evidence30 to suggest that
something is happening when you when you start to pile a whole lot of
them together31. And that's not scientific evidence. But when you combine it
with the scientific evidence that can say, yes, this is a problem, then it is.
So…
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Week 4:
Vocabulary
1. Switch gears – suddenly change what you’re doing or talking about.
2. Associated with something – connected or linked with something.
3. Exacerbate something – make (a problem, bad situation, or negative feeling)
worse.
4. Human-induced climate change – climate change that is caused by human
beings.
5. The 60s – the years 1960-1969.
6. Annually – every year.
7. Plus or minus the norm – adding or subtracting the normal (pattern).
8. Highly concerned – very worried.
9. Cancer – a disease caused by an uncontrolled division of abnormal cells in a
part of the body.
10. Early- to mid-Spring – the beginning / middle of Spring (September to
November).
11. Significant amounts of something – a lot of something; a large quantity of
something.
12. Dramatic – (of an event or circumstance) sudden and striking.
13. The Zeitgeist – the defining spirit or mood of a particular period of history as
shown by the ideas and beliefs of the time.
14. Sea level change – the increase or decrease in the height of the oceans on
shorelines.
15. Our Pacific neighbours – countries nearby (to Australia) in the Pacific Ocean.
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16. Debate something – argue about (a subject), especially in a formal manner.
17. Bangladesh – A country in South Asia east of India.
18. Inch by inch – (Literal) increasing an inch at a time. (Figurative) little by little.
19. Salinity – the quality or degree of being saline (i.e. salty).
20. Annual flooding – inundation of water from rivers and rain that occurs every
year.
21. A hurricane – a storm with a violent wind, in particular a tropical cyclone in the
Caribbean.
22. Glaciation – the process or state of being covered by glaciers or ice sheets.
23. A glacier – a slowly moving mass or river of ice formed by the accumulation
and compaction of snow on mountains or near the poles.
24. A few-hundred-metres’ walk – travel by foot that is only 100s of metres in
length.
25. Retract – draw or be drawn back or back in.
26. Indicator – a thing that shows the state or level of something.
27. The United States (of America) – often shortened to ‘The US’, ‘The United
States’, or ‘America’.
28. Evacuate someone (from something) – remove (someone) from a place of
danger to a safer place.
29. Anecdotal – (of an account) not necessarily true or reliable, because it’s
based on personal accounts rather than facts or research.
30. Anecdotal evidence – evidence in the form of stories that people tell about
what has happened to them.
31. Pile something together – combine or gather things together.

Week 4:
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Pronunciation
1. Was it associated with the bushfire season?
2. She was evacuated from a house in October.
3. Glaciation is reduced due to sea level change.
4. Those are the differences plus or minus the norm.
5. Do you want to switch gears on to climate change?
6. Usually, you would expect significant amounts of rainfall.
7. It’s going to be one of those things where it’s inch by inch.
8. It was a few-hundred-metres’ walk to the start of the glacier.
9. The annual flooding lasts longer because the water’s got nowhere to go.
10. It suggests something’s happening when you start to pile a whole lot of them
together.

9

www.aussieenglish.com.au

